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VIS APPOINTS SAILING HEAD COACH
The Victorian Institute of Sport (VIS) has appointed a Head Coach to lead the new VIS Sailing program. Johnny Rodgers will commence at the VIS on 1 September 2009 in an exciting new chapter in the history of Australia’s success in elite sailing. 
Rodgers comes to the VIS after a successful 15 year period of high performance sailing coaching, firstly in New Zealand and lately in Australia. 

Recently Rodgers has been balancing a role as Development Manager at Yachting Victoria with high performance coaching. He holds the position as Head Coach Sorrento Sailing and Couta Boat Club has been the Head Coach of the New Zealand 470 Easter Camp, Coach of the Victorian 29er Worlds team, Head Coach to national champions, and the New Zealand High Performance Academy Coach. Rodgers was also recently recognised a Yachting Victorias Coach of the Year. 
The new sailing program, a partnership between the VIS, Yachting Victoria and Yachting Australia will commence in September. Athletes will be based at the Sandringham Yacht Club for on water activities and will utilise the full suite of training opportunities provided by the VIS at the Olympic Park training centre. 

While the VIS has always supported Victoria’s most successful sailors, the move from an individual program to a VIS Tier 1 sport provides sailing with enhanced focus and support in the elite training environment. 

VIS Performance Manager Marty Aitken said the appointment of Rodgers was an exciting step forward for sailing.

“Johnny brings with him not only a wealth of experience as a coach, but he also understands the development side of sailing. He will be able to train the elite and also bring new talent into the VIS program,” he said.

Peter Conde, High Performance Director from Yachting Australia said that “Yachting Australia are excited about the new partnership with the VIS and Yachting Victoria to bring a Tier 1 program to Victoria's top sailors in Olympic class boats and to those on the verge of Australian Youth Team selection.  We look forward to working closely with Johnny over the coming years as we build towards London 2012 and beyond."
Interviews and photo opportunities with Johnny Rodgers can be arranged upon request.
For more information please contact Lisa Hasker, VIS Public Affairs and Sponsorship Manager, on 9425 0040 or lisa.hasker@vis.org.au
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